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Faithful Friends, 

I am grateful to Tony for pulling together this 

newsletter because of the double opportunity it 

offers: to communicate with everyone in our 

congregation (plus a few beyond) and in such a 

way that allows reflection. What would make  

it even more useful, as a means of interaction, is for you to 

share those reflections: in the form of a letter or other kind of 

written response. So if anything you read here inspires, 

offends or in any other way stimulates you, please put pen to 

paper or finger to keypad and join the conversation… 

 

Each edition provides a glimpse into the many activities that 

are happening around the churches of Strath & Sleat. It all 

adds up to a practical faith; in other words, a faith which 

impacts upon life. So there is the annual Holiday Club, the 

continuing adventures of Youth Vestry, and the burgeoning 

Kyleakin Sunday School. For those of musical taste, New 

Songs and the Sleat Community Choir are now regular 

events. Faith & Hope, Christian Aid, our twinning with St 

Paul’s Church in Jordan and the new Environmental Group 

are keeping us in touch with international concerns. All of 

this is in addition to the regular Sunday services and 

midweek meetings which are the bedrock of our life together. 

        (Cont overleaf) 

        

        
 

 

 

 

 

Need prayer or someone to pray with you? 
Email Mary Fennell  1995gideon@gmail.com 
 
Need to talk? Questions about the Christian faith 
Contact the minister, who will find the right person to speak to you. 
 
 Rev. Dr Rory MacLeod Phone: 07841 654281 rorymofg@gmail.com 

  

Website  www.sschurch.co.uk Notices lesleyinskye@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:1995gideon@gmail.com
mailto:rorymofg@gmail.com
http://www.sschurch.co.uk/
mailto:lesleyinskye@yahoo.co.uk
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From the Minister (continued)  

At the time of writing, the Sunday focus on Ezekiel has been complementing Tarskavaig’s 

midweek series on ‘Living Christianity’ in a most interesting way. Both are about seeing 

through the fog of everyday life, to glimpse what it all looks like from God’s perspective. 

We can become so blinded by our sin, or so consumed in our busyness and in our 

prejudices, that we lose our ability to discern reality, to appreciate what really matters. That 

is why we need prophets like Ezekiel and the prophetic spirit that pervades New Testament 

teaching: to call us out of ourselves and closer to God and his creation. 

 

With so much going on, how do we stay focussed and avoid exhaustion? First of all it is 

important to remember that we are in the business of building the Kingdom. Anything 

that does not contribute to that overarching aim is a distraction. This is the Lord’s work 

and it is him we serve (not the minister or the Church of Scotland). To make sure we remain 

at our most effective, two priorities are necessary: first, that we are selective in what we 

commit to and, second, that we underpin our commitment with a healthy devotional life. 

By healthy devotional life, I mean whatever keeps us close and personal with the Lord. At 

the very least it will involve a regular “quiet time”, where one deliberately sets aside other 

matters to communicate with God. Regular Bible reading is also essential, as is meeting 

with fellow believers. Ideally these should be open and generous encounters, in which we 

enjoy the liberty of being true to ourselves while open to change and free of the fear of being 

judged. 

 

Failure to take one’s devotional life seriously is like avoiding school and expecting to land 

a good job. Sadly churches are full of “still-born” Christians, who came to faith in a flurry 

of enthusiasm and then never grow inwardly. More positively, when one nurtures one’s 

“first love”, gifts and opportunities open out to draw the believer into ever more fertile 

avenues of ministry and mission, to say nothing of the internal contentment which also 

accrues. If you would like advice on how to develop the devotional dimension of your faith-

life, please get in touch… 

 

Your minister and friend, 

Rory 

  

“… be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind…” Romans 12.2 
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What’s on???   August-September 

15th August  7.30pm  Kirk session meet in Broadford Church foyer 

Fri 16th August 7.00pm  Prayer & Praise evening, St Columba’s, Portree 

Sun 25th August 6.00pm   Back to School with God, Joint Area Communion,  

          Kyleakin Village Hall  

Thurs 29th August 7.30pm  Session Prayer meeting, Kilmore Church 
 
Sat 7th Sept   tbc   Boreraig Beach Clean  

Thu 19th Sept 7.30pm   Kirk Session 'Learn' meeting 

20th- 22th Sept     Martins memorial Prophetic Conference, Stornoway 

Sunday 29th Sept 11am   Joint Parish communion, Kilmore 

   6pm    Joint Service with Free Church 

 
    
  

Church Life 

Funerals 

9 April   Andy Law, Broadford 

26 April  Mick Scott, Broadford   

22 May   Ewen Robertson, Kilmore 

26 Jul    Ishbel Robertson, Kilmore 

Baptisms 

14 April  Eva and Daisy Mahon 

Weddings 

13 July  Adam and Helle, Loch Coruisk 
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Back in July, we held a holiday club for primary aged children, every morning for a week in the Kyleakin village Hall. 

Over 60 children enjoyed a fantastic week of looking at the Bible through having fun, singing songs, doing quizzes, 

playing games and making crafts. 

 

A HUGE thank you to all the team who were involved, and in particular to organisers Sheila 

Stewart and Janette  Currie, and Lesley Jones for all the craft work..  

 

HOLIDAY CLUB 
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A church group focused on Creation Care has recently formed. This is a recently formed house 
group to explore the Biblical basis for our responsibility to care for God's creation as well as 
consideration of how we respond in practice. The meetings are currently held monthly, on a 
Tuesday to include Bible study, discussion, and planning activities. 

The Biblical mandate 

In the beginning was God, the Trinity. God created the earth and filled it with plants, non-human 
creatures, and human beings. When creation was complete, God saw that it was ‘very good’. It 
was precious to Him. The current New International Version of the Bible translates Genesis 1: 26 
as, 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

This tells us firstly, that we are made in the image of the Trinity – how awesome is that? Our task 
then, is to rule over all non-human creatures as God would, because we were made to reflect 
Him. As He is love, and He regards His creation as very good, we are then expected to rule as He 
would – with love, compassion, and justice. Adam, representing mankind, was further instructed 
to tend the garden of Eden (Gen 2: 15). So, everything we could possibly need was provided for 
humans to use, but God retains ownership: The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it (Ps 24: 1). 
This implies that we are stewards, holding the earth in trust for God. 

All things were created through and for Jesus. That is the purpose of creation. Christ is the 
firstborn of all creation, all things hold together in Him, and in Him, all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell. (Colossians 1: 15-20). The original intention was subverted by the Fall, so that 
God’s good creation at present, groans in bondage to decay (Romans 8: 18-25), waiting to obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. Through Jesus, God was pleased to reconcile to 
Himself all things. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life (John 3: 16). This is God’s wonderful 
gift of redemption. Jesus brings peace and reconciliation to the children of God, and to the rest 
of creation - at great price; through the blood of His cross. 

How can we respond to this amazing grace? If the earth is God’s and doesn’t belong to us, how 
are we supposed to live on it? “In the Gospels Jesus again and again compares the Kingdom of 
Heaven to a landowner who leaves his estate, or his vineyard, in the hands of tenant farmers – 
stewards. Their stewardship is about how they care for the landowner’s estate. We are called to 
be responsible stewards of planet earth, using it well and wisely, and answerable to God as 
owner for how we treat it.” (A Rocha, Whose world is it anyway?). 

At present, the earth is groaning under many burdens, including pollution, climate change and 
biodiversity loss with mass extinctions of God’s creatures. People, our neighbours, are suffering 
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from poverty, injustice, and conflict, aggravated by the earth’s burdens. Most of this is caused 
by human sins of commission and omission. Sometimes it all seems too much to deal with, but 
we are not being called to save the planet in our own strength. That is God’s work. He is in control 
and will save His children, renewing heaven and earth in the last days. We are to be His hands 
and voices in this world. 

I believe we are being called to love our neighbours and to love God’s creation. We are to look 
and listen, to be awestruck by the beauty and intricacy of the world around us. We are to 
minimise the damage that we do, and seek opportunity to nurture and repair. We are to care 
for others at home and internationally. This group is to help us learn how and why we take 
stewardship seriously – in bite-size chunks. We hope to work alongside other community groups, 
sharing His love and concern – and joy! 

So far, we have done a beach clean at Cnoc Bay, and will be involved in another at Boreraig on 
7th September. The church grounds in Broadford will be tidied, with consideration of planting 
for wildlife and/or food. We’ll have regular ‘Eco-tips’ in the newsletter (and invite you to share 
your tips for living lightly on the earth). Other projects are being discussed. Let us know your 
ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT ACTIVITY: 

 

The church is teaming up with Portree High School to clean the beach at  
Boreraig on Saturday 7th September. We will be supported by a group of  
kayakers and have the use of a RIB provided by 'Surfers against Sewage'  
to carry out the rubbish to a skip at Heaste. Some of the school pupils  
will walk in the previous evening and camp overnight. Other people will  
walk in on the Saturday morning or may be able to come by sea. Picnic  
food and drink will be available. Details of access are still to be  
arranged. It would be helpful if you could let Anne know if you would be  
interested to join in, and/or have tips to share. 01471 822 501  
aomacl@tighgorm.scot 

 

#Eco-tip 1   Use a biodegradable bamboo toothbrush instead of the 

non-recyclable plastic ones. 

#Eco-tip 2  Make your own liquid soap by grating from a bar 

of Co-op pure soap, olive oil soap or similar, dissolve in warm 

water and refill your empty dispensers. Add essential oils if 

you like, for scent. 
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Last August, when I was informed that I would 
be going to Gairloch High School as acting Head 
Teacher, little did I think that I would still be 
there for the end of session Prize Giving! I was 
privileged to lead a team of dedicated staff, 
who were all willing to go above and beyond to 
ensure that the pupils at the school had the 
very best opportunities for success. The pupils 
themselves were welcoming and keen to do 
well.  For me, no matter how long I was there, 
this was "my school" and therefore I tried my 
hardest to take the school forward in a direction 
that would benefit the whole school 
community.  

 As a Christian, I also wanted to get involved 

in a local fellowship, as we are called to be 

part of a church, and although I was back in 

Skye for the weekends, I believe that you 

grow in your relationship with Jesus daily, 

and that gathering as a group of believers 

regularly is important.  

I was blessed by the support and fellowship 
by going to a monthly group event, and the 

weekly house group.  As I continued to lead worship in Kyleakin,  I was therefore very happy 
( and challenged) when we spent the year looking at what is worship, using the "gospel-
shaped worship" series.  
Romans 12:1 says "And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he 
will find acceptable. This is truly the way to 
worship him." Whilst we all had varying views of 
worship, through the relevant Bible readings and 
discussion that followed, we were able to grow 
together as a body of believers.  
In my devotions today, it just so happened to 
reflect on that verse, and I found the 
commentary quite useful, as I think over giving 
my whole life as an act of worship: 
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"Today, I dedicate my eyes to you. I want to see 
others the way you see them. I want to view my 

circumstances through the lens of hope and faith. 
I want to look at life as one who is confident that 

you are with me. 
 

Today, I dedicate my ears to you. I want to hear 
your voice above all the others clamouring for my 

attention. I want to listen to you and to honour 
others by listening well to them. 

 

Today, I dedicate my mouth to you. I want my words to be life-giving. I want to speak 
honestly and sincerely. I want to think before I speak. I want to let others have the last 

word. 
 

Today, I dedicate my heart to you. I want my heart to be pure and undivided. I want to 
master my emotions, not serve them. I want my dreams and desires to please you. 

 

Today, I dedicate my hands to you. I want to work hard at whatever I put my hands to. I 
want to touch others in love and goodwill. I want my hands to be open for whatever you 

want to give me and willing to release anything you want me to surrender. 
 

Today, I dedicate my feet to you. I want to go wherever you send me. I want to walk toward 
the messes, not run from them. I want to stand firmly upon the truth and not 

stumble."     Elaine Scott, Browns Bridge Church 
 

I wanted to thank you all for the support and prayers you have given me this year while I have 
been away from home.  The one thing I would encourage everyone to do is to get involved 
in a small group-not only does small group fellowship encourage you in your faith, it  helps 

you  in your day to day walk with God.      Tony Breen
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Litir Gràidh an Athar 
Litir Gràidh an Athar: Teachdaireachd Mhion-eòlach bho Dhia Thugadsa  

Mo Leanabh, 

‘S dòcha nach aithne dhut mise, ach is aithne dhòmhsa a h-uile nì mu do 

dheidhinn-sa  

 

Salm 139:1 

Is aithne dhomh an uair a shuidheas tu sìos agus an uair a dh’èireas tu suas  Salm 139:3 

Tha mi eòlach air do shlighean gu lèir Salm 139:2 

Tha fiù’s fuiltean do chinn air an àireamh  Mata 10:29-31 

Oir chaidh do chruthachadh na m’ ìomhaigh  Genesis 1:27 

  

Annamsa tha thu beò agus a’ gluasad agus a’ faighinn do bhith           

Is tusa mo shliochd  

Gnìomharan 17:28 

Bha mi eòlach ort fiùs mus deachaidh do ghineamhainn  Ieremiah 1:4-5 

Thagh mi thu an uair a dhealbh mi an cruthachadh  Ephèsianaich 

Cha b’ e mearachd a bh’ annad, oir tha do làithean uile sgrìobhte nam leabhar 

Shuidhich mi an dearbh àm a rugadh tu agus far am biodh tu beò 

Salm 139:15-16 

Gnìomharan 17:26 

Tha thu air do chruthachadh gu h-uabhasach agus gu h-iongantach  Salm 139:14 

Dh’ fhighe mi ri chèile thu ann am broinn do mhàthair Salm 139:13 

Agus thug mise a-mach thu air an latha air an do rugadh tu Salm 71:6 

  

Chaidh aithris bhreugach a dhèanamh mum dheidhinn tron fheadhainn sin 

nach eil eòlach orm 

Eòin 8:41-44 

Chan eil mi fad’ às s feargach, ach is mise aithris choileanta a’ ghràidh 1 Eòin 4:16 

Agus is e mo mhiann mo ghràdh a dhòrtadh a-mach ortsa  

dìreach air sgath is gur tusa mo leanabh agus gur mise d’ Athair  1 Eòin 3:1 

Tha mise a’ tairgse barrachd dhut na b’ urrainn dhad athair talmhaidh a 

thairgse dhut gu sìorraidh 

Mata 7:11 

 

Oir is mise an t-Athair coileanta  

 

Mata 5:48 

‘S ann bho mo làimh-sa a tha a h-uile tiodhlac choileanta a tha thu a’ faighinn 

a’ tighinn 

Seumas 1:17 

Oir is mise d’ fear-buileachaidh, agus tha mi a’ coinneachadh ri d’ 

fheumalachdan gu lèir 

Mata 6:31-33 

Tha mo phlana airson an ùine ri thighinn an còmhnaidh air a bhith air a 

lìonadh le dòchas 

Ieremiah 29:11 

a chionn gu bheil mi gad ghràdhachadh le gràdh sìorraidh Ieremiah 31:3 

Tha mo smuaintean dhad thaobh-sa gun chomas a bhith air an àireamh mar 

ghaineamh na tràighe 

Salm 139:17-18 

Agus tha mi a’ dèanamh gàirdeachas thairis ort le seinn Sephaniah 3:17 

 

Cha sguir mi gu bràth a bhi a’ dèanamh maith dhut Ieremiah 32:40 

Oir is tusa mo sheilbh luachmhor Ecsodus 19:5 

Tha mi a’ miannachadh do stèidheachadh lem uile chridhe is anam 

Agus tha mi ag iarraidh rudan mòra is iongantach a shealltainn dhut 

Ma shireas tu mi le d’ uile chridhe, lorgaidh tu mi 

Ieremiah 32:41 

Ieremiah 33:3 

Deuteronomi 4:29 
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Gabh mòrthlachd annamsa agus bheir mi dhut miannan do chridhe  

oir is mise a thug na miannan seo dhut 

Tha mise an comas air barrachd a dhèanamh air do shon na b’ urrainn tighinn 

dhad smuaintean 

Oir is mise do neach misneachaidh as motha 

Is mise cuideachd d’ Athair a tha gad chofhurtachadh nad uile àmhgharan 

Nuair a tha do chridhe briste, tha mi faisg ort 

Mar a bhios buachaille a giùlain uan, tha mise air thusa a ghiùlain dlùth rim 

chridhe 

 

Salm 37:4 

Philipianaich 2:13 

Ephèsianaich 3:20 2 

Tesalònianaich 

2:16-17 

2 Corintianaich 1:3-

4  

Salm 34:18  

Isaiah 40:11 

Aon latha sguabaidh mi a h-uile deur air falbh bhod shùilean  

Agus bheir mi air falbh an cràdh gu lèir a dh’ fhulaig thu air an talamh seo 

 Is mise d’ Athair, agus tha mi gad ghràdhachadh mar a tha mi a’ gràdhachadh 

mo mhic Ìosa  

Oir ann an Ìosa tha mo ghràdh air do shon-sa air a thaisbeanadh 

Is esan am fìor fhoillseachadh dhem bhith 

Thàinig esan a’ shealltainn gu bheil mi air do shon, ‘s nach ann nad aghaidh 

agus airson innse dhut nach eil mi ag àireamh do pheacaidhean 

 

 

Taisbeanadh  

21:3-4  

 

 

Eòin 17:23  

Eabhraidhich 1:3 

Ròmanaich 8:31  

2 Corintianaich 

5:18-19 

Bhàsaich Ìosa airson gum faodadh rèite a bhith air a dhèanamh eadar thusa s 

mise 

B’ e am bàs aigesan am prìomh mhìneachadh dhem ghràdh air do shon 

Thug mi suas a h-uile nì a bu ghràdh leam airson do ghràdh-sa a 

bhuannachadh 

 

 

2 Corintianaich 

5:18-191 

 Eòin 4:10 

Ròmanaich 8:31-32 

Ma ghabhas tu ri tiodhlac mo mhic-sa Ìosa Crìosd tha thu gam ghabhail-sa 

Agus cha tèid aig nì sam bith air thusa a dhealachadh bhom ghràdh a-rithist 

Thig dhachaigh agus builichidh mi am pàrtaidh as mò a chunnaic nèamh 

riamh 

Bu mhise riamh an t-Athair, agus bidh mi gu bràth nam Athair 

‘S i mo cheist… am bi thusa nad leanabh dhomhsa? 

Tha mi a’ feitheamh air do shon 

1 Eòin 2:23 

Ròmanaich 8:38-39 

Lùcas 15:7 

Ephèsianaich 3:14-15 

Eòin 1:12-13 

Lùcas 15:11-32 

             

 

 

Le gràdh, D’ Athair 

(Www.ansgeulmor.co.uk)  

http://www.ansgeulmor.co.uk/
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Our young church continues to grow. We were thrilled to have 27 books to present at the 

end of June!  

Our crèche has 6 or 7 pre-school children going. Those who are old enough listen to a Bible 

story here. And most importantly they enjoy church. 

Our Sunday school has had approximately 10 children of primary school age. For the last 18 

months we have been travelling through the Bible on a time line which we are building week 

by week on the church hall wall. So far we have reached King David (so still a long way to go!) 

This picture shows the time line up to Joshua entering Canaan with the Israelites… 

 

Youth Church…After the last 5th Sunday parish service at Kilmore several of our young people 

asked if we could have a ‘YV’ at Kyleakin! This coincided (as it so often does when we let God 

take charge!!) with a group of people feeling called to give their time to our teenagers. So we 

now have a rota of 4 people taking about 7 (S1 and above) each week. In case you’re doing 

the maths, we’ve also had 3 older young people who choose to stay in church for the whole 

service. 

…………………………………………………….. 

We are very grateful for the willing team of 10 who offer to go on one of the three rotas (or 

in some cases, all 3!) But we would really appreciate more volunteers! If you feel you could 

give any time to help with this very rewarding service (even if it’s just once every 6 weeks) 

please speak to any of those already part of the team. 
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YV and friends ventured up Ben Nevis on 

Saturday 22nd June for their final ascent 

as part of the Everest Anywhere 

challenge.  They had been fundraising for 

a Year of Young People weekend at 

Abernethy last October but had to 

postpone Ben Nevis until summer 

because of weather.  

 

This also happened to be Andy Muir, 

Trainee Minister’s first day with Sleat and 

Strath and so he came along with us for 

the climb.  

We also had a film crew with us on the 

final two climbing expeditions, as Lachlan 

is featuring in a short Gaelic 

documentary being made about a young 

boy working towards and achieving his 

goal.  The European-funded 

documentary should air later on this 

year.   

 

We learned all about stamina on this Everest Anywhere challenge, young people and adults, 

and it was a super opportunity to spend quality time with these guys.  Standing at the top of 

Ben Nevis makes you realise how 

small we are and how amazing 

God’s creation really is.  

 

EverestAnywhere is now complete. 

We started last July, with a 

combined climb and 

congregational outing up Armadale 

Hill.  We then climbed Beinn na Cro, 

Blaven, Bruach na Frithe finishing 

with Ben Nevis. These young 

people have all worked hard in 

achieving their goal.   

Archie and Caramaire enjoying a well-

eared cup of coffee on the summit 

YV Team- Exhausted but elated!  
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Because not 

everyone could 

take part in each 

climb, we tallied up 

the YV metres and 

the adults 

separately with a 

total of 27,840 

metres being 

climbed (14,201 YV 

- 13,639 adults) - 

that’s 3.15 

Everests!  

 

A huge thank you to all who sponsored, supported and prayed for us all throughout this 

challenge. We look forward to seeing what the next year brings!  

 

Team YV 

 

 

 

.  
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How time flies when you're having fun!  As I write this, the first five weeks of my summer 
placement is rapidly coming to an end. The time has just flown in! I’ve had opportunities to 
speak to many of you, though I’m sure there are also many I haven’t yet met, so I will try to 
briefly explain what my thoughts were in coming to Skye to do my placement. 

Around five years ago, my wife Shona and I came here for the first time, to celebrate our 
silver wedding anniversary. As I'm sure is very common, we fell in love with Skye. I was self-
employed at the time with my customer base back home in Ayrshire, and I remember 
saying to Shona, “If it wasn’t for the fact that I have all my customers back home, I would 
sell up everything and move to Skye tomorrow”. That may have been a romantic dream at 
the time, but it was a thought which never left me over the following years. As I was called 
to ministry, these thoughts remained, and I began to wonder if I may be able to minister on 
Skye one day in the future. I can’t tell just what God will lay on my heart when I become 
ordained, or indeed where any vacancies might occur, but I thought it might be prudent to 
explore the ‘real’ Skye, as a potential inhabitant. I must say I was made to feel most 
welcome immediately. 

My first contact with anyone was at the foot of Ben Nevis as I joined the youth club and the 
leaders from Kilmore Church. As we began to climb the U.K.’s highest mountain, I soon 
realised that I was in for an endurance trial, for which I was painfully unprepared. I started 
with the enthusiasm of a 30 yr old and finished with the aches, pains and mobility of 
someone over three times that age. It was a 
personal achievement, though, and a real 
lesson in what can be attained with 
determination and perseverance, not to 
mention, a great team-building exercise. 

I was so lucky to be able to witness the 
diversity within all four churches as well as 
experiencing ecumenical services, but 
despite the many differences in style and 
content within the churches, you all share 
one thing in common: love, friendship and a 
warm welcome to strangers. There were 
individuals within each church who went 
over and above what could ever have been 
expected of them, to make me feel at home, 
and I am eternally grateful for that (you all 
know who you are!). I would like to say a 
particular thank you to Rory and Annice for 
their friendship, guidance and hospitality, 

No one was happier than Andy to make it 

to the top of the Ben!  
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and to Rory for agreeing to make all of this possible, taking on board all the extra work and 
responsibility while he is already extremely busy. 

It has been a wonderful experience for both myself and my wife, who joined me for the final 
two weeks, and any fears about not fitting in have been laid to rest. I have gained a vast 
amount of experience from the holiday club in particular, both in what to do and what not to 
do. Working with children was one of my biggest fears before I came, and I’m pleased to say 
that it has since been shown to be an irrational fear. I left the holiday club each day with a 
huge smile upon my face, partly due to the reaction of the children and partly because of the 
friendship and support of those helping there.  

Since Shona has arrived, we have had 
ample opportunities to explore the 
island. We have managed to see almost 
all the sights that we wanted to, 
travelling as widely as Uig in one 
direction and Inverness in the other, 
which has also afforded me many great 
opportunities to pursue my passion for 
photography. 

We are going to try to return in the 
winter, hopefully just after the new year 
so that we can see a different aspect of 
Skye yet again. If that is possible, I will, of course, try and make sure I see everyone who has 
made our time here so special. 

The next half of my summer placement will be spent a little closer to home, at New Luce 
Church in Glenluce, where I will need to commute for the fifty-mile round trip each day. I 
hope I find it as enjoyable and informative as I have found Skye. As I leave, I ask for God’s 
every blessing to be bestowed upon you all and to thank you all once again for an experience 
which I shall never forget. 

Best wishes, 

Andy Muir 
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Rory and Archie MacCalman recently visited Amman, as part of the church Twinning Project.  
Here is Archie’s thoughts on his Visit: 
 
On a day like today, a bit wet and 

miserable whilst on holiday in Lewis, I 

was prompted by an email from Nicola, 

enquiring if I would be interested in 

accompanying Rory to Jordan.  Almost 

inconceivably, without thinking and 

without checking, I said “yes”.  

Arrangements were made and our in-

depth planning took place, which to be 

fair mainly consisted of coffee and cake.  

Ending with a promise to see you at the 

airport. Truly the lord works in 

mysterious ways!  

I have been 

asked this many times since my 

return and my stock answer is hot, 

very very hot.  The only temperature 

you need for a shower is cold!  It is an 

unbelievably beautiful country there is 

no denying that.  Sites like Petra, 

Mount Nobu and the citidel in Amman 

are stunning in their historical 

context.  Many bringing to life names 

that we only ever read about in the bible.  

We  were in the desert at Wadi Rum and our driver took us up onto a mountain 

overlooking the white and red desert.  In all my days I have never seen anything 

more beautiful.  The rocks and pillars of sandstone and an ocean of red and 

white sand as far as the eye could see. Maybe it is because we are more used to  
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our own green and lush surroundings but I will never forget that moment 

almost on another planet or the set of a movie.  Absolutely surreal, but 

absolutely stunning.  

 

But for me it was the people we met that were most memorable.  They were warm 

welcoming and unbelievably hospitable.  It became abundantly clear that they 

valued their language, culture and history.  They valued their communities, 

they valued their families and they loved their children.  Sound familiar?  
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It also became abundantly clear 

very quickly that their faith was the 

rock upon which they built their lives 

and in many cases of the people that 

we met the rock upon which they 

rebuilt their lives.  In their faith they 

were confident, they were vocal and 

it was real.  

 

I found myself often during my time in Jordan saying and thinking there are  

many languages, there are many different dialects, many different 

denominations but there is only one message.  How that message is delivered is 

secondary to the value of the message itself. 

 

We think that we know and understand conflict,  we think that you know and 

understand social deprivation and need, we think that e know sectarianism but 

the truth is that we have no real idea of the brutality that these things can wreak 

on peoples lives until we truly walk with them. 

And so in life there is a path that we all have to  tread.  Sometimes the way is 

clear and sometimes it may appear a little more complicated.  In reality I am 

still unsure of exactly why I was lead to Jordan but I am sure that I was meant 

to be there. I hope that once you see and hear our presentation or read the journal 

of our trip you will understand or at 

least it may become clearer to you how 

brutally humbling an experience it 

truly was and how we were touched by 

the people that we met  and how 

ultimately life changing it was.  
 

Please have a look at the presentation on 
youtube:   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1l7aBckTvuI 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1l7aBckTvuI
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND - STRATH AND SLEAT PARISH –

TREASURER’S REPORT – 21 March 2019 

 

ACCOUNTS – The Report & Accounts for 2018 have been completed, approved by the 

Independent Examiner and made available to the congregation in the prescribed manner on 

two recent Sundays. Some copies of the abridged version were available in the church. 

The actual income in 2018 was greater than expenditure by £11K. This reflected an increase 

in income of 6% and a decrease in expenditure of 4% when compared to 2017.  The Budget 

for 2019 shows a breakeven scenario. To achieve this projected outcome you will note that 

we need to see a similar percentage increase in income and to maintain prudent 

management of our expenditure. 

You may be aware that I was invited to shoulder the duties of parish Treasurer during 2018 

and since August I have enjoyed constant mentoring from my predecessor Robert McRae 

who remains an essential part of our Finance team – I would not have managed without him 

in the background. In addition to Robert our gratitude is due to the cashiers at each church 

– currently Jack Fraser, Charlie Macgillivray, Angus Maclennan and Roderick Downes – each 

supported by a willing team of helpers. Their work is fundamental to the financial health of 

our church. A special mention is due to Ian Mackinnon at Elgol who resigned at the end of 

2018 after many years of faithful duty. 

GIFT AID – Gift Aid claimed on related offerings during 2018 totaled £18025. When compared 

to £18930 during 2017 this represents a decrease of 5%.  Four new Gift Aid Declarations were 

signed during 2018 taking our active number during the year to 76 compared to 79 in 2017.  

If you pay UK tax and feel you should help by becoming a Gift Aider please complete a 

Declaration in the first instance. The relevant form is available on the website, in the church 

vestibules or directly from myself. 

I will appreciate your prayers for good health, appropriate skills and Divine guidance to lead 

me through the coming years in this challenging post. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions about the finance of the church feel free to contact 

me. 

Margaret F Macrae,  

Treasurer  
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Aonadh Crìosdail Shlèite  Sleat Christian Union 

Aonadh Crìosdail Shlèite / Sleat Christian Union 
 
Bu mhath leinn taing a thoirt seachad airson na taice a 
fhuair sinn bhuaibh ann an ùrnaigh agus smuaintean. 
Do dh'Aonadh Crìosdail sam bith tha e cudromach 
gum bi na h-eaglaisean mu thimcheall taiceil, agus tha 
sin air a bhith againn bho thòisich sinn. 
 
Tha sinn, an-dràsta, a' teannadh air bliadhna ùir 
acadaimigich agus chan eil duine againn stèidhichte 
air làrach na colaiste. Ach le in-ghabhail às ùr tha 
dòchas ann gum bi oileanaich ùra ann le ùidh anns na 
ceistean mòra, mar "Cò Ìosa co-dhiù?", agus tha 
dòchas againn gum bi Crìosdaidhean eile ann gus an t-Aonadh Crìosdail a ruith 
aig SMO fhèin. Ma tha sibh eòlach air feadhainn a bhios a' tighinn gu SMO mar 
oileanaich aig a bheil ùidh ann an Crìosdaidheachd air neo a tha nan 
Crìosdaidhean le ùidh ann a bhith mar phàirt den Aonadh Chrìosdail, innsibh 
dhaibh fios a chur gu Jamie aig 12007949@uhi.ac.uk no 
gu sleatchristianunion@gmail.com, air neo dhan duilleig Facebook againn. 
 
We would like to thank you for all the support we received from you in prayer 
and thoughts over the time we have been running. To any CU it is important 
that the churches around them are supportive, and we have had that since we 
began. 
 
We are now approaching the start of a new academic year and the hard fact is 
that we have no one to lead the CU on the college campus. However, with a 
new intake we have hope that there will be new students with a desire to know 
and discover about faith, and we have hope that there will be other Christians 
there who will be able to take on the challenge of running the CU on campus. If 
you know of anyone coming to SMO as a student with an interest in Christianity, 
or if you know of any professing Christians who would be interested in being 
involved in running the CU, then please tell them to get in touch with Jamie 
on12007949@uhi.ac.uk or to sleatchristianunion@gmail.com, or alternatively to 
send our Facebook page a message. 
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Reporters and city officials gathered at a Chicago railway station on afternoon in 1953. The 

person they were meeting was the 1952 noble Peace Prize winner. A few minutes after the 

train came into a stop, a giant of a man - six foot four- with bushy hair and a large moustache 

stepped from the train. Cameras flashed. city officials approached him with hands 

outstretched. Various ones began telling him how honoured they were to meet him. 

The man politely thanked then and then, looking over 

their heads he asked if he could be excused for a 

moment. He quickly walked through the crowd until 

he reached the side of an elderly black woman who 

was struggling with two large suitcases. he picked up 

the bags and with a smile, escorted the woman to a 

bus. After helping her aboard, he wished he a safe 

journey. returning to the greeting party he 

apologised, 'Sorry to have kept you waiting.' 

 

The man was Dr Albert Schweitzer, the famous 

missionary doctor who had spent his life helping the 

poor in Africa.  In response to Schweitzer's action, one 

member of the reception committee said with great 

admiration to the reported standing next to him, 

'That's the first time I ever saw a sermon walking.' 

Strath and Sleat has accepted the invitation to be one of three Church of Scotland 

parishes to take part in a small pilot project providing short holidays for refugees 

who have been settled in Scotland. The scheme is organised by Scottish Faiths 

Action for Refugees and is administered by the Church of Scotland. Jean Gillies is 

to be our local Church Rep and work is underway to recruit and train hosts who 

will provide accommodation for a holiday for several families, probably in 

October. There are also opportunities for others to contribute to the success of 

the holiday by providing meals and/or taking part in trips/events for the visiting 

families. For further information: jeangillies@btinternet.com or 01471844 281. 

Hopefully, it will be possible to include some pictures of the holiday in our next 

newsletter! 
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Kilmore enjoyed an afternoon of glorious 

sunshine and fellowship at their congregational 

bring and share picnic at Armadale Castle, on 

the first Sunday of July.  Trainee Minister Andy 

was also able to join us, as he was preaching 

that morning. Sir Ian MacDonald, of the 

Clan  Donald Trustees, who is a regular 

adherent of Kilmore church, kindly gave us 

access to the grounds and a complimentary ice 

cream each. The picnic was a nice way to start 

the summer holidays. 
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Val and I first became involved with 

the Hope and Faith School in Lusaka 

before it even had a name. 

Rosemary Mumbi, the founder and 

driving force behind the 

development, was a friend and 

former colleague of our late friend 

Elizabeth Macdonald who was then 

living in Stonefield. Rosemary had 

come to stay with Elizabeth after 

visiting her daughter in London, and had 

brought her young grandson aged about 5 

or 6 with her. They came with us one 

morning to feed our sheep, next to the 

loch beside our apportionment. The little 

lad was fascinated to see falling snow for 

the first time and loved both the sheep 

and our border collie Bracken. Rosemary 

had told us about her call from God to 

start a school in Ng’ombe, so when we 

learned later that she was needing to 

expand we gave Elizabeth something to 

help her mission. As you will know, the 

school was quickly successful and grew 

rapidly. 

Once the story became known within 

our church community at Kilmore, 

involvement quickly broadened and 

soon became a parish- wide concern, 

leading to the formal establishment of 



 

 

August 2019   
 

 

Page 25 

 

the Skye Friends of Hope and Faith. 

The widespread collective and 

individual generosity of Christians 

here has enabled us to send funds 

regularly to support the 

maintenance and development of 

the school, and to sponsor 

individual pupils through their 

senior years there, now that it 

provides for all stages up to grade 

12 and has almost 600 pupils on roll. 

Norman and Jean Gillies have visited the school regularly over many years, and 

recently Tony Breen has also visited, reinforcing strong connections established 

with Portree High School including staff exchanges.  

Rosemary had very much wanted Val and me to visit, but Val’s Parkinson’s disease 

had already made this impractical, even before her cancer diagnosis almost three 

years ago. It was a great blessing that Rosemary and Betty were able to see Val in 

Raigmore hospital at the beginning of their visit last year, and also by God’s grace 

later at our home before she died. I shall be honoured to be able to go with 

Norman and Jean in September, when I shall enjoy a full week of the school’s 

timetable. I think Rosemary may have indicated my previous HMI status, but I 

hope that won’t prove intimidating. I’ve promised a low-key sort of informal 

inspection report, having warned that it’s 27 years since I retired. I fear I may be 

obliged to do some teaching, but I’m even further out of date with that. Prayers 

would be very welcome, just in case. 

Peter Piddock 

 

{in5words:  5 words to describe soul survivor 
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Newsletter  from Cori Brown, Kyleakin Church,  July 2019
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Prayer and Worship Night 

Friday 16th August 2019, 7pm 

St Columba’s Episcopal Church 

Portree      

Prayer and Praise for our Communities  Led by 

Sam Stevenson from Teen Challenge Ministry. 

Come unite in Prayer for our Communities. 

Come and sing praises and pray for the 

work of Team Challenge in and around Skye. 

                                   

 

  

www.hebridesrevivalconference.com 

 

http://www.hebridesrevivalconference.com/
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Our Churches 
Broadford    Elgol    Kilmore   Kyleakin 
High Street       Kilmore   
Broadford   Elgol    Sleat     Kyleakin 
Isle of Skye   Isle of Skye   Isle of Skye   Isle of Skye 
IV49 9AB   IV49 9BL   IV44 8RG   IV41 8PH 
 
 
 
Regular Sunday service times 
 

11am Kilmore , Kyleakin, Broadford 

3pm Elgol (2nd & 4th Sundays of the month)  6pm Kyleakin Fellowship 

Seirbheisean Gàidhlig 
6f An t-Ath Leathann (a' chiad Sàbaid), A' Chill Mhòr (an treas Sàbaid) 
 

Midweek Meetings 

Mondays 10am -  Prayer for revival in Broadford Church 

Tuesdays  7.30pm -  Kyleakin Prayer Meeting, Church Hall 

Wednesdays 7.15pm Sleat Midweek Group 

7.30pm  Broadford Bible study, Broadford Church 

Thursdays 1.30pm Ladies Group, Broadford church foyer (1st & 3rd  Thursdays) 

7.30pm Housegroup, Grianach, Harrapool (2nd & 4th Thursdays) 

 

 

 

 

Times & 

 Contacts 

 

Church Contacts 
Rev. Rory MacLeod 
01471 822416 rorymofg@gmail.com 
 

Session  
 
Tony Breen  01471 822121 

tony_kirsten@hotmail.com 

Mairi Dick        01471 822441 
mairid375@gmail.com 
 
Jean Gillies  01471 844281 

jeangillies@btinternet.com 

Farquhar Graham    01471 822671 

wfgraham@hotmail.com 

Lesley Jones  01471 822023  

lesleyinskye@yahoo.co.uk  

Nicola Thomson  01478 833255  
strathandsleat@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Treasurer 
Margaret Macrae  01599 534695  mfmacrae@aol.com        

 
Congregational Board 
Charlie MacGillvray 01471 844246 

    charliemacgillivray1@hotmail.com 
 
 

Dolly Robertson   01471 822320 dolina.robertson@talk21.com 

Jackie Scott    jacki.scott@btconnect.com 

Young Church leader 
Timmy Currie       timmypcurrie@gmail.com 

Prayer secretary  

Mary Fennell   01471 820168 1995gideon@gmail.com 
 
Worship Teams 
Broadford  Mary Strachan    01471 822262 
Kilmore Heather Dodgson  01471 833295 
Kyleakin Tony Breen   01471 822121 
  Harry Saunders  01599 534145 
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