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Statement 
"Our purpose is to 
honour and enjoy 
God, proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Saviour 
and Lord, serve our 
community in Jesus' 
name, strengthen 
one another in our 
spiritual life, and 
influence our world 
through prayer, 
witness, truth and 
grace." 
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From the Minister  

Though it is almost February, as this is the first 

Church Newsletter of 2018, I trust you will allow me 

to wish you a “Happy New Year!” 

 

Over Christmas, my holiday reading included 

‘Reforming the Kirk’ by Doug Gay, Principal of 

Trinity College at the University of Glasgow.  

You can read my review later in this newsletter. Suffice to say that it 

offers a prophetic word at a critical moment in our story. We can get so 

used to things being the way they are that we fail to see the end before 

it happens. The fact is that, while the Church of Jesus Christ has a 

guaranteed future, the institution we call the Church of Scotland is on 

the verge of collapse. Are we going to use whatever time is left before that 

happens to plan our recovery, or shall we risk getting buried in the 

debris by sticking our heads in the sand? If you do not fancy reading 

the book, you can watch Dr Gay delivering its substance through last 

year’s ‘Chalmers Lectures’, which are on ‘youtube’. 

 

Another book which caught my eye was Dervla Murphy’s account of 

travelling around Transylvania in the immediate aftermath of the 

Romanian revolution in December 1989. Having been in the country 

myself at exactly the same time, I was intrigued to gauge her take on 

the situation. As well as capturing the euphoria associated with their 

newly won freedom, she observes time and again the struggle 

Romanians had with re-imagining their future, on account of how all 

initiative was beaten out of them under Communism. It made me 

wonder how many of us are prisoners to the way we were brought up: at 

home, at school, in church even!   (continued overleaf) 

 

 

 

 

 

        (Cont overleaf) 

        
          Rory 

Need prayer or someone to pray with you? 
Email Mary Fennell  1995gideon@gmail.com 
 
Need to talk? Questions about the Christian faith 
Contact the minister, who will find the right person to speak to you. 
 
 Rev. Dr Rory MacLeod Phone: 07841 654281 rorymofg@gmail.com 

  

Website  www.sschurch.co.uk Notices lesleyinskye@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:1995gideon@gmail.com
mailto:rorymofg@gmail.com
http://www.sschurch.co.uk/
mailto:lesleyinskye@yahoo.co.uk
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From the Minister (continued)  

The message of the Gospel is that in Christ we are set free: from death, from prejudice, from 

our circumstances, even our own sin. And no longer are we to be disadvantaged by our age, 

or sex, or background. According to Genesis, chapter 3, it was the Fall which subordinated 

women to men, set creatures at odds with one another and estranged humankind from 

God. Through Christ the Fall is reversed and in his New Creation harmony, equality and 

liberty are restored. That is our message and, so far as we are able, our life as Christians 

should reflect that, even – especially! – in the way we “do” church. 

Our preaching focus at the moment is on the Book of James, which is helpful because James 

is all about putting faith into action: walking the talk, practicing what we preach. How 

will you make Jesus king of your time, your commitments, your money? How shall we do 

these things together as a church? One thing we must not do is be driven by guilt, or 

paralysed by fear. Rejoicing in the healing and opportunity which our faith in Jesus 

brings, let us instead carefully but resolutely grow out of our old death-inducing habits 

and into the image of Christ our saviour: more patient, more kind, less greedy, spiritually 

aware and ready to address what we used to think was impossible… 

2018 is also the 50th anniversary of Tearfund, which has coined a new strapline for the 

occasion: “Following Jesus where the need is greatest.” Tearfund is a shining example of a 

worldwide community of believers putting faith into action and it will be our privilege to 

support them during a week of prayer, which Strath & Sleat is leading, beginning Sunday 

22 April. But you do not have to go abroad to a difficult or dangerous country to encounter 

need or to follow Jesus. Our unbelieving neighbours, colleagues and relations need Jesus in 

the same way that the materially poor in our community need his compassion. This is 

where God has placed us, so this is where we begin!      Your friend and minister, Rory 

 

  A word from our treasurer 

"At the end of 2017 our financial position is still precarious. Over the year income 

decreased by 4% on 2016 while expenditure increased very slightly. Therefore, the 

General Fund balance is hardly changed at £1,890. However total funds have increased 

by 45% to £27,553. This was caused by a large increase in Restricted funds, which can 

only be used for the purpose that the funds were given, and not for the day to day 

running of the Parish. Routine offerings have suffered and will need to increase in 2018. 

The Report & Accounts for 2017 have been finalised and will be published in a few 

weeks time in preparation for the Stated Annual Meeting.” 
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What’s on???   February-March 

Sun 4 Feb  2-3.30pm   Y:Sunday, Broadford Village Hall 

Sun 25 Feb 11am   Broadford Communion 

Thu 15 Feb  7.30pm   Local Congregational Review, Broadford Church  

Sat 3 March 7pm   Hope & Faith School Quiz Evening, SMO 

Sat 10 March PM   What a Wonder-Full World, Kyleakin Village Hall 

Wed  21 March 7.30pm  Annual Church Gathering, Kyleakin Church Hall  

wb 26 March      Holy Week Events    

Further Ahead: 
Sun 1 April  6pm   Easter Sunday  
      South Skye & Lochalsh AREA Communion 
 
22nd April     Tearfund support week 
 

  

 

 

Café Chat is a new initiative based in Broadford to foster well-being and to help 

fight loneliness.  A steady number of people have been enjoying dropping in for a 

cuppa, a friendly chat and sometimes a little therapeutic craft-work. 

As we advertise through an A-frame outside on the pavement,  a few passing 

visitors have also dropped in, and we expect this to increase during the tourist 

season.  

Our aim in Broadford was to open the foyer to wider community use, and just at 

the right time the opportunity arose to use the very centrally located foyer for Café 

Chat. 

We are hoping to raise some funds through a Co-op bag-pack in order to pay for 

our heating and lighting  and perhaps to fund some other activities for the group.  

Café Chat meets every Monday, 1.30 - 3.00 and everyone will be made most 

welcome. 

 

 

Café Chat    
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Book Review- “Reforming the Kirk” by Doug Gay 

Doug Gay is lecturer in Practical Studies and Principal of 

Trinity College at the University of Glasgow. ‘Reforming the 

Kirk’ grew out of the Chalmers Lectures, which Rev Dr Gay 

delivered in St Giles Cathedral during 2017. 

He begins by charting the spectacular decline of the Church of 

Scotland, which reached its peak of over 1.3 million in 1957 

and has since shrunk to less than 350k. During the same 

period, the number of parishes has been reduced from 2,000 

to 1,300 and the number of ministers from 1,600 to 900. 

Future projections suggest that by 2025 there will be 850 

parishes, served by just 600 ministers, while membership will 

have reached a new low of 150k.  

Clearly, this is not sustainable. The question is: what happens next? Gay begins with a 

theological observation: that the future belongs to God, who will continue to pursue his 

mission in the work through his church. Indeed, in many parts of the world that church is 

growing faster than ever. But not in Scotland. So has God abandoned the Church of Scotland 

and indeed the other mainstream denominations, which are also shrinking? Not necessarily, 

according to Gay, though he argues that the way forward must involve managing decline, as 

well as planning for growth. 

The management of decline will be necessary for reasons of population drift and an 

oversupply of redundant buildings, many of which derive from the reunion of the old 

Established Church and the Free Church in 1929 and the failure to dispose of surplus buildings 

then. To guide our vision for what kind of church we might become, Gay borrows the 5 marks 

of mission, articulated by our Anglican neighbours: 

1. To proclaim the good news of the kingdom 
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
3. To respond to human need by loving service 
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and reconciliation 
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth. 
To achieve these, we shall need a mixed economy of ministers, better resourced and better 

trained, including a new generation of pioneers who, unlike the present handful so-called, 

are not plucked from an already diminished pool of regular ministers (of Word and 

Sacrament) but are recruited specifically for their gifting to plant and nurture new 

communities of faith. For this we shall need to re-think how we train for ministry and the 
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current system of using the four ancient Universities plus HTC does not allow for that degree 

of creativity.  

Alongside a more bespoke system for training ministers, Gay advocates a complete overhaul 

of the way the church is run, reducing the number of Presbyteries from 46 to 12 regional 

centres and streamlining head office (121), so that it no longer dominates but re-invents itself 

as the administrative resource which serves those at the coalface of local mission and 

ministry. It is a bold and sweeping vision but, as Gay points out, tinkering around the edges 

won’t do if what is needed is wholesale reform! 

 

HYMNS IN GAELIC  
 

When does a good idea become a great one? When you have Jackie Scott coming up with the 
idea of helping non Gaelic speakers to understand and take part in hymns written in Gaelic. 
This then being followed by taking that idea and transforming it into reality by the skills and 
talent of Mairead MacDonald. 
For some time we have felt annoyance with ourselves that we could not take part in the 
glorious Gaelic hymns which form a regular part of our worship. We therefore gladly accepted 
the invitation to attend a series of workshops arranged by Mairead in Kilmore Chuch over six 
weeks prior to Christmas. Obviously there was some trepidation on our part prior to the first 
meeting. After all this was very much a new venture for us. We need not have worried. The 
group was very mixed in their knowledge of the language from us the beginners to those fully 
fluent. It did not matter. Everyone helped everyone else. Even by that first meeting we could 
make a reasonable stab at the words. 
Of course, there was the advantage of having as part of the group very good musicians in 
Mary, Kirsteen, Pat and Heather. It also helped that Kevin could lend his keyboard. But the 
main reason for the success was the work Mairead did. Every week prior to the meeting we 
received copies of the words, translations and meanings of the words. As we learned two 
hymns per week this meant a lot of midnight oil had to be burned. But the most important 
part of the work for us beginners was having the words spelt out phonetically. This meant we 
could gradually build up an understanding of the sounds associated with certain words and 
letters. Interestingly it meant that hymns previously unseen for example at the Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig carol concert now started to make sense. 
The six weeks passed far too quickly. Thanks to the support and tolerance show by Mairead 
we learned so much particularly concerning the background to the words. But in addition as 
a group we had great fun. Where do we go from here? While we are not quite at Mod 
standard all of those who took part would like to continue and try other hymns. We did have 
one session led by Kirsteen on the Psalms and this was again something we would like to go 
on with. Hopefully we will be able to get together soon. For all those who could not manage 
this time we do urge you to come along. Keep an eye on the church notices for the next dates. 
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WAWW 

No doubt we’re all acquainted with Louis Armstrong’s song, “What a Wonderful World”. Just 

the mention of the name brings to mind the twitter of birds, the patter of rain, glorious 

sunrises and sunsets and people saying, “Hi” or, “How do you do” as they pass on the road. 

It’s a wonderful song! 

The title has been adapted slightly to “What A Wonder-Full World” as a call to people to 

come to a meeting (or meetings) to be held on Saturday, 10th March with the aim of exciting 

a great “WOW!” as different aspects of this amazing world we live in are presented. First is a 

meeting in Kyle Hotel on the Saturday afternoon, probably 3pm, where the Astronomer Royal 

for Scotland, Prof. John Brown, will use his vast knowledge and 

wisdom to introduce us to  the wonders of the cosmos. This will be 

followed in the evening by a further meeting in Kyleakin Village Hall, 

dealing with the same subject but including also the wonders of the 

human mind and intelligence. Prof. Brown will again feature, but this 

time in a more conversational mode and accompanied by a whole 

variety of presentations – drama, poetry, instrumental music and 

singing, and some debate, all together calculated to provoke wonder 

and, of course, praise for how it all came together.  

The back-bone of this, especially the evening, meeting will be a series of DVDs bearing the 

title, “The God Question”. Iain Morris, director of Kharis Productions, who put the DVDs 

together, will direct the different parts of the evening meeting and will interview the 

Astronomer Royal. The object of these DVDs, and so of these meetings, is to raise questions 

in peoples’ minds – “Where did this wonderful world come from?” “Where do we come 

from?” “Is it possible that there is an intelligent design, and so a designer behind all that we 

see?” and so there will be an opportunity for those attending (and others) to follow up on 

“What A Wonder-Full World” through a series of further meetings where the whole set of 

“The God Question” DVDs will be shown over six sessions to provoke further discussion and, 

we trust, enlightenment.  

Folks, you’re being invited to these meetings, one or both, and we trust you will have a 

wonderful time. But the principal object is to get people who are still unsure about matters 

of faith, or even frankly atheistic, to come along and their “no-god” ideas to be challenged 

and hopefully deeply disturbed. So we are calling on you first to pray that God’s Spirit will 

prepare hearts and minds both of those 

participating and those in the audience. But 

could you please be thinking of people you know 

who are not believers, invite them to come to 

What A Wonder-Full World and ask God to bless 

them. What a wonderful gift!  
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Gifts Workshop 

During December, Steve Aisthorpe (Mission & Development Worker for the CoS in the 

Highlands & Islands) returned to run a series of workshops towards ‘Discovering Our Gifts’. 

This arose out of the congregational survey ‘Air Adhart Còmhla’, in which a third of those 

who responded felt they could do more but were not sure what skills/ gifts they had to offer. 

There follows the report, which Steve himself wrote and which paints a fascinating picture of 

our congregation. It throws up some interesting questions too! In particular: 

 

1. Should we abandon stereotypical views about what church should be like and rebuild 
our expectations around the people and gifts God has actually given us? 

2. The workshops revealed that we abound in gifts of caring, hospitality and 
encouragement but lack the more missional and evangelistic gifts; does this come as a 
surprise? 

3. Only 27 participated overall, might the impression have been different if others had 
contributed?  

4. How should we follow-up on this exercise? 
 

Please read on and then let us know what you think, by using the suggestion boxes in your 

church, talking to one of your elders, or getting in touch with the minister… 

General observations 

Spiritual gifts: Looking across the total number of 

people who participated in the SHAPE workshops 

from across the parish (27), it can be seen that some 

spiritual gifts are common and others rare or missing. 

Hospitality, encouragement and helping are common 

overall and also within each congregation. Healing, 

knowledge and evangelism were absent from all of the 

congregations. Intercession and pastoring (pastoral 

care) were present is all and strongly represented in 

some. The word cloud to the right shows the spiritual 

gifts identified by people – the larger the word, the 

more people stated that this was definitely a gift. 
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Heart: When asked to share the things that motivate them most strongly, there were a few 

things that were common between a number of people. Some people specifically mentioned 

pastoral care or concerns / activities related to the care of particular groups within the 

community. So, for example, the unemployed, elderly and lonely. Some referred to social 

and environmental issues such as the gap between rich and poor, poverty, hunger, violence, 

homelessness, injustice and addiction. For some, creativity, the arts and literature were 

mentioned here. A number of people expressed their concern for family and community. For 

some their main concerns related to the health and growth of the church e.g. revival, 

Christian unity and outreach. In this regard some people mentioned specific aspects. One 

person saw children as their main area of concern. It would be good to facilitate opportunities 

for people with shared concerns / interests to meet to pray and discuss these could be 

expressed in action. 

Abilities: What a rich and diverse collection 

God has brought together! In many cases there 

is a clear link between the spiritual gifts people 

identified, their prime concerns and the 

abilities they have. In some cases people 

shared very specific abilities; others used the 

headings that were offered to them. By far the 

most prevalent ability appears to be pastoral 

support. Some people mentioned particular 

aspects of that e.g. listening, visiting, caring. 

Sport, recreation and outdoor activities (e.g. 

camping, hillwalking) are noted by people in all the congregations. Creative abilities such as 

writing, painting, art, baking are mentioned by a few. 

Personality and experience: Although we did not ask people to think about personality, a 

few people made comments in the relevant box on the summary sheet and where that is the 

case, it is included in the typed up individual summaries. People responded to the Experience 

section is various ways. While it seems that, for some people, considering how their life 

experiences have shaped them as a person was an interesting, stimulating or painful 

experience, the role of that aspect has not contributed in a significant way to the overview 

of the congregations or parishes. It may however, provide helpful in individual conversations 

/ follow-up.  

Availability: There are some interesting things here. Some people have indicated that they 

are fully committed or overcommitted. It might be worth exploring with these people 

whether what they are doing within church fits well with their gifting/abilities and/or how 

their experience of church can best support them. A number of people have expressed a 

seasonal nature to their availability. For example, ‘more time in winter’, One person indicated 
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that they will soon have additional availability due to impending retirement. Some people 

have ticked different times within the week e.g. weekdays or weekday evenings, weekends 

etc.. In feeding back and following up it will be important to reflect a Kingdom focus rather 

than a church-centric view – seeking to ensure that church activities inspire, equip and 

encourage people to live for Christ wherever they are / whatever they are doing. 

Specific possibilities: Some people have specified some possibilities for service that interest 

them. It would be good to see how these fit with what they are already doing and 

opportunities /needs that are available.  

Spiritual gifts by congregation 

Kilmore (13 participants) - Spiritual gifts: 

Hospitality and encouragement (8 each) 
Helping (6) 

Administration (4) 
Leadership, Pastoral care, (3 each) 

Wisdom, discernment, giving (2 each) 
Preaching (1) 

Missing (or ‘maybe/perhaps’): intercession, healing, knowledge, 
prophecy, teaching, evangelism 

 

 

Kyleakin (9 participants) - Spiritual gifts : 

Hospitality, intercession, pastoral care (4 each) 
Administration, giving, helping (3 each) 
Encouragement (2) 
Discernment, leadership, prophecy, teaching (1 each) 
Missing (or ‘maybe/perhaps’): preaching, healing, knowledge, 
evangelism, wisdom 

 

 

Broadford (5 participants) - Spiritual gifts 

(definite) 

Hospitality, helping (3 each) 

Intercession, encouragement (2 each) 

Preaching, pastoral care, teaching (1 each) 

Missing (or ‘maybe/perhaps’): preaching, healing, 

knowledge, evangelism, wisdom 
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Big Questions by Catherine Ade 
 

Who? What? When? Why? How? 
I really don't understand. 

Questions that have no real answers 
On a scale that's massive and grand. 

Whose idea was it anyway? 
Who made the first master plan? 

How did the world come into being? 
And why did they ever make man? 

 
Science has tried to explain things 

With experiments, genetics and more 
With big bangs and particle physics 

With cloning and theories galore. 
Did the chicken come after the egg? 
Why don't stars fall out of the sky? 

Who was it that first made the maker? 
Why do we bother to try? 

 
The answer is really quite simple 

It lies in a three letter word. 
The maker, creator of all things 

Is God - as you've probably heard. 
Believing is what isn't easy 

Because questions still come in my head 
If it just all made sense I'd be fine 

I would lay all this thinking to bed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But faith doesn't fit into theories 
And God can't be held in a box. 
The birth of a child in a stable 

And the cross - surely burst all the locks. 
The power, the strength and the glory 
The pain and the hurt and the shame 

The past and the future united 
Given freely in Jesus’ name. 

 
But the questions, they still keep on 

coming 
There’re mysteries I can't understand 
My head gets so full and so muddled 

When I think on a scale that's so grand. 
The answers just lead to more questions 

And don't really seem to make sense 
My brain is be-fogged and be-fuddled 

Confusion is dark and is dense. 
 

So I go right back to the basics 
That the answers are simple to see 

God made all the world and what's in it 
He loves and knows even me! 
I have to accept and believe it 

And know it deep down in my heart 
Let my brain carry on with its thinking 

But believing’s the key- it's the start. 

 

2018 is the Year of the 

Young People.  As a church, 

we are committed to 

support our young people, 

and therefore we have 

agreed to this pledge.  If 

you have any suggestions 

to enhance our Young 

Peoples work, please let 

the minister, our Young 

Church Leader, Timmy,  or 

one of the elders know. 
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On Saturday 20th January we 

planned to get all the Sunday 

schools in the parish together 

for a pool party followed by 

pizza. Unfortunately none of the 

children from Kilmore church 

were able to come due to the 

very wintery weather. But we 

still had 14 children who had great fun in the pool. It was a wonderful 

atmosphere in the dark with the under pool lighting.  And it was lovely to see 

the kids from the different Sunday schools in the parish all getting along so well. 

After the session in the pool moved to the Kyleakin church hall and after a 

game of pass-the-parcel, we tucked into pizzas and garlic bread. I think 

everyone enjoyed it and agreed it would be a good idea to get together 

again soon (but with all the children from Kilmore too next time hopefully!) 

 

 

  

Sunday schools 

 

  

Pool party & Pizza 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Churches 
Broadford    Elgol    Kilmore   Kyleakin 
High Street       Kilmore   
Broadford   Elgol    Sleat     Kyleakin 
Isle of Skye   Isle of Skye   Isle of Skye   Isle of Skye 
IV49 9AB   IV49 9BL   IV44 8RG   IV41 8PH 
 
Regular Sunday service times 
 

10am Kilmore  11am Kyleakin 11am Broadford 

3pm Elgol (2nd & 4th Sundays of the month)  6pm Kyleakin Fellowship 

Seirbheisean Gàidhlig 
6f An t-Ath Leathann (a' chiad Sàbaid), A' Chill Mhòr (an treas Sàbaid) 
 

Midweek Meetings 

Mondays 10am -  Prayer for revival in Broadford Church 

Tuesdays  7.30pm -  Kyleakin Prayer Meeting, Church Hall 

Wednesdays 7.15pm Sleat Midweek Group 

7.30pm  Broadford Bible study, Broadford Church 

Thursdays 1.30pm Ladies Group, Broadford church foyer (1st & 3rd  Thursdays) 

7.30pm Housegroup, Grianach, Harrapool (2nd & 4th Thursdays) 

 

 

 

 

Times & 

 Contacts 

 

Church Contacts 
Rev. Rory MacLeod 
01471 822416 rorymofg@gmail.com 
 

Session  
Nicola Thomson  01478 833255  
(Clerk)        strathandsleat@gmail.com 

Tony Breen  01471 822121 

tony_kirsten@hotmail.com 

Morag Brown   01471 822025 

morag.seakayak@btinternet.com 

Mairi Dick        01471 822441 
mairid375@gmail.com 
 

Jean Gillies  01471 844281 

jeangillies@btinternet.com 

Farquhar Graham    01471 822671 

wfgraham@hotmail.com 

Lesley Jones  01471 822023  

lesleyinskye@yahoo.co.uk  

Ian MacKenzie   01599 534929 

aytonreto15@btinternet.com 

 

 
Treasurer 
Robert McRae   01471 822053  robertemcrae@hotmail.com 

 
Gift Aid Convener 
Margaret Macrae  01599 534695  mfmacrae@aol.com        

 
Congregational Board 
Charlie MacGillvray 01471 844246 

    charliemacgillivray1@hotmail.com 
 
 

Dolly Robertson   01471 822320 dolina.robertson@talk21.com 

Jackie Scott    jacki.scott@btconnect.com 

Young Church leader 
Timmy Currie       timmypcurrie@gmail.com 

Prayer secretary  

Mary Fennell   01471 820168 1995gideon@gmail.com 
 
Worship Teams 
Broadford  Mary Strachan    01471 822262 
Kilmore Heather Dodgson  01471 833295 
Kyleakin Tony Breen   01471 822121 
  Harry Saunders  01599 534145 
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